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PERTH MAJOR SPORTS STADIUM — PREMIER’S COMMENTS 
DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUM — RESOURCESTOCKS MAGAZINE RATING 

Statement 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [9.45 pm]: I will be 
very brief. Last night the Leader of the Opposition raised a matter about some comments made by the Premier in 
the other house. I just want to inform her that prior to her raising the matter in this chamber, Hon Troy Buswell 
was engaged in the same debate as the Premier and made this comment —  

I want to make a correction, not that I do this very often. I think the Premier referred to Hon Sue Ellery. 
My recollection is that he should have been referring to Hon Kate Doust. 

Without getting into an argument about that, we did hear Hon Kate Doust’s comments about the stadium at one 
stage. 

Hon Kate Doust: He misquoted me. Hon Troy Buswell didn’t tell the truth. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I watched the member on television. Whether bits were left out, which is what 
television stations do — 

Hon Kate Doust: No, they weren’t. They might have said that themselves, but I never said that. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: However, the correction has been made in Hansard. Obviously, the Premier was 
referring not to Hon Sue Ellery but, indeed, to Hon Kate Doust. 

Can I just take a moment of the house’s time to pay a tribute to the Department of Mines and Petroleum? Today 
it was the subject of an Auditor General’s report which was not all that flattering and about which there is some 
dispute. However, today was also a day on which ResourceStocks magazine made its 2011 survey results known. 
ResourceStocks questions about 1 000 different investors around the world about the risk associated with 
investing in mining in various jurisdictions in the world. The results are very pleasing indeed from the point of 
view of the state government. ResourceStocks has two surveys. One is for different countries, and the other is a 
survey within Australia that compares the various state jurisdictions.  

In respect to the countries in the world, the jurisdiction that came first, which is in fact the most desirable 
destination for mining, was Finland. Chile was second and this year Western Australia, South Australia and 
Nova Scotia were equal third. It is a significant achievement that Western Australia should be equal third in the 
world as a desirable destination for mining investment. Even more importantly, because that survey does not 
always compare apples with apples, what is very significant from my point of view is the relationship between 
the states of Australia and how that has changed over the past couple of years. When we became the government 
in 2008, Western Australia was last of the Australian states. We were even behind Tasmania, which was quite 
distressing. I found that embarrassing because Western Australia had for many, many years been seen to be the 
preferred destination for investment in the mining industry in Australia. It was embarrassing, to say the least, to 
become the minister and discover that Western Australia was last. We went about improving the prospectivity of 
Western Australia as a destination for investment in the mining industry, and in 2009 we went from last to 
second last, which was moving in the right direction. Obviously, there is no other direction to go in from last! In 
2010 we moved to second, behind South Australia. I need to say that in the 2011 survey, we are equal to South 
Australia, so we are now equal first. That has meant that since this government has been in power, we have gone 
from last to first in the prospectivity and attractiveness of Western Australia as a destination for mining 
investment. That is a reflection of the significant work that is being done by the Department of Mines and 
Petroleum to improve our approvals process, and to get the message out to industry that we are keen for it to 
invest here. We also have the exploration incentive scheme, which is to encourage exploration in greenfields 
sites. That is all very good news. I hope that tomorrow we will read in the newspaper not only that there is some 
criticism of the department by the Auditor General, but also that this particular survey, and the results that have 
come out of this survey, is very, very good news for the Department of Mines and Petroleum in Western 
Australia, and I congratulate it on the work that it has done. 
 


